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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08a. Unless otherwise indicated 
herein, one copy of each reference is attached. No copies of U.S. patents or U.S. patent application 
publications are attached. 37 CFR § 1 .98(a)(2)(ii). It is respectfully requested that the information 
be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. No 
representation is made that the reference(s) is/are prior art with respect to this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the filing date 
of a national application other than a CPA under 37 CFR § 1 .53(d), within three months of the date 
of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR § 1 .49 1 in an international application, before 
the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office Action after 
the filing ofanRCE under 37 CFR § 1.114. No certification or fee is required. 37 CFR § 1.97(b). 

English-language Abstracts of DE 195 00 683, DE 101 36 275, Pfohl et al. and Linke are 
attached hereto. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,454,472 is an English-language counterpart of DE 4 127 405. U.S. Patent 
No. 6,492,175 is an English-language counterpart of DE 19 859 459. WO 01/31315 corresponds 
to DE 19 952 322 and includes an English-language abstract. 



Application No. 10/549,886 

IDS Certification Statement dated November 1, 2006 

The reference(s) was/were cited in the International Search Report of the counterpart 
international application of this national stage application. As noted on the Notice of Acceptance, 
the PTO received from the international office a copy of the International Search Report. Thus, a 
copy of the Report is not attached. 
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